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The five priorities of the Whistler2020 
Comprehensive Sustainability Plan 

Sustainability & WHISTLER2020 Checklist 
For Rezoning & OCP Amendments  
 
Introduction 
Whistler2020 is the vision and strategic plan for 
Whistler’s continued success to the year 2020 – and 
an ambitious step on our longer journey to a 
sustainable future. As an individual or developer 
submitting a municipal development application you 
are in a position of potential leadership. Working 
toward the community’s shared Vision and Priorities 
demands leadership, innovation and a partnership 
approach to decision-making.  It follows then that to 

effectively achieve our vision, this 
process must be owned and actively 
supported by the individuals who live, 
work and play here. As such you 
have the opportunity to actively help 
move our community towards a more 
successful and sustainable future. The 
challenge is ours together.  
 

 

Purpose 
The checklist is a tool to help guide development 
projects towards increased consistency with 
community sustainability policies. It helps describe 
how well a proposed application performs relative to 
the communities priorities, descriptions of success 
and sustainability objectives contained within our 
Whistler2020 plan.  
 
It is understood that differing scales of individual 
projects present different opportunities, it is our 
opinion that all projects, whether large or small, have 
an inherent potential to move incrementally towards 
community sustainability. As such, it is the intent of the 
Checklist to assess how well a given proposal moves 

the community toward that potential. It may also help 
identify areas where potential improvement or mitigation 
may be desirable or achievable.  
 
The community of Whistler is committed to the creation and 
maintenance of a built environment that is vibrant, reflects 
the community’s character, contributes to individual health 
and well-being, and is moving toward our identified 
sustainability objectives.  By providing sustainability criteria 
early in the development process, Whistler hopes to 
empower the development community to positively 
contribute to the achievement of Whistler2020, and the co-
creation of a more successful and ultimately sustainable 
resort community.   

 
How this Checklist wwiillll be used… How this Checklist wwiillll  nnoott be used… 

• A completed checklist will be considered as a  required 
element within the application process 

• It will inform and direct discussions with staff 
• It will provide applicants increased insight into the practical 

application of municipal sustainability policies 
• It will provide a resource for assisting applicants design and 

develop projects consistent with the community’s 
sustainability goals 

• No minimum scores or performance measures will be required 
within the application process 

• It will not replace any existing municipal legislation (i.e. OCP, 
Zoning Bylaw etc…) 

• To determine the ultimate success or failure of your application 
 

 

Instructions 
All applications for Zoning Bylaw and OCP Amendments are required to complete this Checklist. 
 

1. Review and complete the three-page Checklist on the following pages. 
2. Provide comments and supplemental information as appropriate.  
3. Submit the completed checklist and any supplementary information with your completed application. If an optional pre-

application meeting is being pursued, it is helpful to bring the completed (or partially completed) checklist to the 
meeting. 

Related Reference Materials 
• Whistler2020: Comprehensive Sustainability Plan • ‘Whistler Green’ Building Standards • Official Community Plan 
• Whistler2020 Built Environment Strategy  • Zoning & Parking Bylaw and Zoning Maps • Design Standards & Guidelines 
• Whistler2020 Transportation Strategy • Subdivision  Bylaw • Whistler Village Design Standards 
• Whistler2020 Energy Strategy • Subdivision Servicing Bylaw  
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Priority: 
Enhancing the Resort Experience  Comments & Evaluation 

(comment on the rationale for your chosen rating, as well as ideas for how your project could be improved for a given criteria) 

AESTHETICS 
 Contributes elements to promoting Whistler unique local 
character, and creating a distinctive sense of place 

Comments 
 
 

 
RESORT PRODUCT  
 Contributes to satisfying and exceeding the expectations 
of our guests and to increasing the perceived value of the 
resort product 

 Contributes vibrancy to Whistler Village as the core of our 
community 

 Respects the carrying capacity of the resort, its amenities 
and the natural environment 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 

 
DESIGN 
 Presents scale, form and massing of buildings in an 
appropriate relationship to existing neighbourhood form 
and natural landscape 

 Orients the site, building and street layouts to maximize 
solar penetration into the public realm  

Comments 
 
 
 

 

VIEWS 
 Plans a site design that maximize views to open space, 
and protects sightlines within and through the site 

Comments 
 
 

 
OTHER 
 Contributes other outstanding aspects to this priority 
Describe:      
      
       

Comments 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Priority: 
Ensuring Economic Viability 

Comments & Evaluation 
(comment on the rationale for your chosen rating, as well as ideas for how your project could be improved for a given criteria) 

COST MANAGEMENT 
 Creates a net increase to property tax base  
 Minimizes required extensions and upgrades of existing 
municipal infrastructure (roads, water, sewer) 

 Demonstrates a shared approach for managing the costs 
of maintaining a resort community 

Comments 
 
 
 

 
EMPLOYMENT 
 Contributes toward direct job creation within, or 
compatible with a tourism economy (# of long-term Full 
Time Equivalents) 

 Contributes to the development of a skilled workforce 

Comments 
 
 

 

RISK 
 Demonstrates project development experience with similar 
projects 

Comments 
 
 

 

RESORT PRODUCT 
 Increases the diversification of Whistler’s year-round tourism 
economy 

Comments 
 
 

 

LOCAL OWNERSHIP 
 Promotes locally owned and operated businesses 

Comments 
 
 

 
OTHER 
 Contributes other outstanding aspects to this priority 
Describe:      
      
       

Comments 
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Priority: 
Enriching Community Life 

Comments & Evaluation 
(comment on the rationale for your chosen rating, as well as ideas for how your project could be improved for a given criteria) 

HOUSING 
 Contributes to identified needs within Whistler’s resident 
restricted housing inventory 

 Offers a mix of housing types, tenure and size 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 

COMMUNITY AMENITIES 
 Provides affordable space for needed community services 
 Builds or improves pedestrian amenities (Valley trail, transit 
shelters, bike racks etc…) 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
NEIGHBOURHOOD CHARACTER 
 Contributes to neighbourhood vibrancy and sense of 
community 

 Plans for parking that does not visually dominate the 
streetscape, and reduces overall parking footprint 

 Proposes mixed-uses on the site 
 Adds diversity of use to an existing neighbourhood, such as 
housing, retail, civic, education, cultural or recreational 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
SAFETY 
 Contributes to the creation and maintenance of a safer 
neighbourhood streetscape (Crime Prevention through 
Environmental Design features) 

 Contributes to traffic calming and promotes easy, safe 
pedestrian access 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
PUBLIC SPACE 
 Creates or enhances community spaces, such as parks, 
plazas and gathering places 

 Creates connections to adjacent open spaces, parks and 
natural features 

 Proposes public amenities that are characterized by 
durable construction materials and surface treatments 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
FLEXIBILITY 
 Incorporates planned flexibility within the neighbourhood 
design and building forms as a means of promoting long-
term adaptability to changing needs 

 Proposes ownership structures that encourage long-term 
flexibility 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
OTHER 
 Contributes other outstanding aspects to this priority 
Describe:      
      
       

Comments 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Priority: 
Partnering for Success 

Comments & Evaluation 
(comment on the rationale for your chosen rating, as well as ideas for how your project could be improved for a given criteria) 

PUBLIC OUTREACH 
 Conducts public and community stakeholder consultation, 
including documenting and addressing demonstrated 
concerns  

Comments 
 
 
 

 
OTHER 
 Contributes other outstanding aspects to this priority 
Describe:      
      
       

Comments 
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Priority: 
Protecting the Environment 

Comments & Evaluation 
(comment on the rationale for your chosen rating, as well as ideas for how your project could be improved for a given criteria) 

LAND & HABITAT 
 Proposes development consistent with the designated 
Protected Area Network Strategy 

 Proposes development on historically impacted sites 
and/or brownfield lands  

 Provides land protection in perpetuity (e.g. Conservation 
covenants or land trusts) 

 Provides for indigenous species habitat restoration or 
improvement 

 Reduces overall habitat impacts 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

DENSITY & INFILL 
 Maximizes dwelling unit/acre density on developed lands 
 Proposes a clustering of development such that residual 
lands can remain as open space and/or parkland 

 Proposes development within the existing footprint 
between Function Junction and Emerald Estates 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 

 

STORMWATER MANAGEMENT 
 Integrates on-site measures designed to emulate and 
achieve natural, pre-development stormwater runoff rates 

 Minimizes total impervious area 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
CONSTRUCTION & DESIGN 
 Achieves Whistler Green standard, LEED certification or 
guaranteed equivalency 

 Presents a plan or design brief describing the 
implementation of high performance building attributes 

Comments 
 
 
 

 
TRANSPORTATION & AIR QUALITY 
 Locates development in close proximity to existing 
commercial and transportation nodes 

 Presents a plan to maximize accessibility by non-motorized 
means  

 Includes an interconnected road system with multiple 
direct street connections, short block lengths and few cul-
de-sacs 

 Provides support and preference for alternative forms of 
transportation, such as bicycle storage, car shares, car 
pooling or other TDM initiatives 

 Promotes opportunities for home-based occupation 
 Provides residential development in close proximity to 
employment centres 

Comments 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT 
 Promotes convenient access to waste destreaming 
facilities (bear-proof recycling, composting etc…) 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
ENERGY 
 Includes neighbourhood energy infrastructure that 
reduces the use of non-renewable fuels and promotes 
energy efficiency 

 Enhances long term flexibility by ensuring that energy 
infrastructure is compatible with municipally planned 
district energy systems 

Comments 
 
 
 
 

 
OTHER 
 Contributes other outstanding aspects to this priority 
Describe:      
      
       

Comments 
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